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DIRECTOR AND JAMES AND MARY LASSITER  

ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR OF LAW 
 
 
 

EDUCATION 
 
2003 Loyola New Orleans School of Law 

J.D. Magna cum laude; Class Rank: 7/226  
Law Review 2001-2003 

New Orleans, LA 

   
2000 Louisiana State University 

M.A. Philosophy 
Thesis: Reconciling Arguments Regarding a 
Self-Preserving Soul with Evolutionary Theory

Baton Rouge, LA 

   
1994 Tulane University 

Ph.D. Anthropology 
Dissertation: Defining Religion: Death and 
Anxiety in an Afro-Brazilian Cult 

New Orleans, LA 

   
1989 Louisiana State University 

M.L.I.S. 
Baton Rouge, LA 

   
1981 University of Tennessee at Chattanooga 

B.A. Magna cum laude; Humanities 
(Honors)/Greek & Latin; Brock Scholar 
Thesis: A Reading of the Gospel according to 
Luke as a Response to the Tragic Tradition 
 

Chattanooga, TN 

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 
 
2010-
present 

University of Kentucky College of Law 
Alvin E. Evans Law Library 
Director and James and Mary Lassiter 
Associate Prof. of Law 
 

Lexington, KY 

Responsible for overseeing all aspects of library operations, including 
managing the Library’s daily activities, strategic planning, collection 
development, and leading a staff of ten to twelve library faculty and support 
staff. Responsible for administration of the budget and ensuring that 
resources are used to support the College’s research, teaching, and service 
missions. Teaches advanced legal research, legal anthropology, and Internet 
Law. Effective January 2013 assumed supervisory responsibilities for the IT 
department. 
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2006-
2010 

University of Georgia School of Law 
Alexander Campbell King Law Library 
Faculty and Access Services Librarian  

Athens, GA 

In addition to the duties below, new faculty service responsibilities include 
serving as primary service liaison between the Law Library and the Law School 
faculty, coordinator of its Current Awareness and Research Assistant 
programs, and administrator of Law School’s SSRN series and institutional 
repository, the Digital Commons. Promotion to Librarian IV July 2008. 
   

2003-
2005 

University of Georgia School of Law 
Alexander Campbell King Law Library 
Reference/Access Services Librarian 

Athens, GA 

 

Duties include primary responsibility for the Law Library’s circulation 
functions which include opening and closing of the library, interlibrary loan 
and document delivery services, shared oversight of the security personnel, 
chairing the Circulation Team, supervising 3.5 staff members, and 
participation on the Steering, Collection Development, Library Systems, and 
Reference Teams.   
 
1991-
1997 

Tulane University School of Law Library 
Librarian for Access Services 

New Orleans, LA 

Responsible for all circulation and interlibrary loan functions. Co-coordinated, 
with Head of Technical Services, the implementation of the library’s Innovative 
circulation module. Supervised four full-time staff and forty student workers. 
   

1985-
1990 

Tulane University School of Law Library 
Government Documents/Microforms Dept. 

New Orleans, LA 

Duties included processing incoming GPO shipments, coordinating the 
Louisiana documents collection, providing reference service to patrons, and 
supervising student workers. 
 
 

REPRESENTATIVE PUBLICATIONS (CITING REFERENCES NONEXHAUSTIVE) 
Complete listing with full text available at 

http://works.bepress.com/james_donovan 
 

Books: 
LEGAL ANTHROPOLOGY: AN INTRODUCTION. (AltaMira Press, 2008). 

CITED BY: 90 Tex. L. Rev. 1153 (2012); 54 Wm. & Mary L. Rev. 885 (2013); 
UNDERSTANDING JURISPRUDENCE 245 (Oxford University Press, 2009) 
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SEXUAL ORIENTATION AND THE LAW: A RESEARCH BIBLIOGRAPHY (Editor-in-chief).  
(Buffalo, NY: Hein, 2006). AALL Publication Series No. 74. Updates at 
www.lgbtbib.org. 

 
ANTHROPOLOGY AND LAW. (Berghahn Press, 2003).  Co-author: H. Edwin  

Anderson.  
REVIEW: 27 POLAR 145 (2004) 

 
Articles/Chapters: 
Law, legitimacy, and the wretched adverb. (forthcoming, Mississippi College Law 
Review)  

AWARD: 2014 AALL Call for Papers: Short Form Division 
FEATURED: Jacob Gershman, Lawyers, Judges Modify the View that 
Adverbs are Mostly Bad, 264(84) WALL STREET JOURNAL A1 (Oct. 8, 2014) 

 
The open access advantage for American law reviews. (forthcoming, Journal of  
the Patent and Trademark Office Society). Co-authors: Carol A. Watson; 
Caroline Osborne. 
 
Order matters: Typology of dual-degreed law librarians. (2014). 33(1) LEGAL  
REFERENCE SERVICES QUARTERLY 1-37.  

 
Introduction to BRONISLAW MALINOWSKI, CRIME AND CUSTOM IN SAVAGE SOCIETY  
(New Brunswick, NJ: Transaction Publishers, 2013), pp. 1-25. 
 
Becoming director: An internal candidate’s view. (2013). 34(3) LIBRARY 
MANAGEMENT 188-199. Co-author: Pat Newcombe. 
 
A library is not the books: An ethical obstacle to the digital library. (2012). 
10(2) JOURNAL OF INFORMATION, COMMUNICATION AND ETHICS IN SOCIETY 93-106.  
 
Will an institutional repository hurt my SSRN ranking?: Calming the faculty 
fear. (2012). 16 (6) AALL SPECTRUM 12-13+. Co-author: Carol A. Watson. 
 
Tenure and the law library director. (2012). 61(3) JOURNAL OF LEGAL EDUCATION  
406-434. Co-author: Kevin Shelton. 
 
Citation advantage of open access legal scholarship. (2011). 103 LAW LIBRARY  
JOURNAL 553-573. Co-author: Carol A. Watson. 
 
Why law? (Fall 2011). UK LAW NOTES 34. 
 
Institutional repositories: A plethora of possibilities. (2011). 21 TRENDS IN LAW  
LIBRARY MANAGEMENT AND TECHNOLOGY 19-24. Co-author: Carol A. Watson. 
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Open access: Good for readers, authors, and journals. (2011). 2(4) BLOOMBERG  
LAW REPORTS STUDENT EDITION 13-15. Co-Author: Carol A. Watson. 
 
Libraries as doppelgängers: A meditation on collection development. (2009)  
34(3/4) SOUTHEASTERN LAW LIBRARIAN 4-7. 
 
Back away from the survey monkey! (2009).14(2) AALL SPECTRUM 20-23.  

AWARD: 2010 AALL Spectrum Article of the Year 
  
A library romantic’s reply to Richard Danner. (2008). 27(4) LEGAL REFERENCE  
SERVICES QUARTERLY 255-262.   
 
Skating on thin intermediation: Can libraries survive? (2008). 27(2/3) LEGAL  
REFERENCE SERVICES QUARTERLY 95-116.  

CITED BY: 27 Legal Reference Services Quarterly 117 (2008) 
 
White paper: Behind a law school’s decision to implement an institutional  
repository. (2008). Co-author: Carol A. Watson.  

 
Delimiting the culture defense. (2007). QUINNIPIAC LAW REVIEW [QLR] 26(1):109- 
146. Co-author: John Stuart Garth.  

 
Corporate domestic partner benefits. (2007). In DEFENDING SAME-SEX MARRIAGE,  
VOL. 1: “SEPARATE BUT EQUAL” NO MORE (Mark Strasser, ed., Westport, CT: 
Praeger), Chapter 4, pp. 81-105. 
 
 “Anticipatory self-defense” and other stories. (2005). KANSAS JOURNAL OF LAW  
AND PUBLIC POLICY 14(2):487-523. Co-author: Jeanne M. Woods. 
 
Civilian immunity and the rebuttable presumption of immunity. (2004). 
JOURNAL OF LAW IN SOCIETY 5:409-456. 
 
Book review: THE IMPLICIT RELATION OF PSYCHOLOGY AND LAW: WOMEN AND SYNDROME 

EVIDENCE, by Fiona E. Raitt and M. Suzanne Zeedyk (Routledge, 2000). (2004). 
SEXUALITIES, EVOLUTION & GENDER 6(2-3):209-215.  
 
Same-sex union announcements: Whether newspapers must publish them,  
and why we should care. (2003). BROOKLYN LAW REVIEW 68(3):721-807.  
 
Same-sex union announcements: Precis on a not so picayune matter. (2003). 
LOYOLA LAW REVIEW 49:171-213. 
 
Implicit religion and the curvilinear relationship between religion and death 
anxiety: A review study. (2002). IMPLICIT RELIGION 5:17-28. 
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Rock-salting the slippery slope: Why same-sex marriage is not a commitment  
to polygamous marriage. (2002). NORTHERN KENTUCKY LAW REVIEW 29(3):521-
590.  

 
Casenote: Burdine v. Johnson – To sleep, perchance to get a new trial: 
Presumed prejudice arising from sleeping counsel. (2001). LOYOLA LAW REVIEW 
47: 1585-1603. 
 
Baby steps or one fell swoop?:  The incremental extension of rights is not a  
defensible strategy. (2001). CALIFORNIA WESTERN LAW REVIEW 38(1):1-62.  

CASE CITATION: Holguin v. Flores, 122 Cal. App. 4th 428 (Cal. App. 2nd 
Dist. 2004) 
 

A Brazilian challenge to Lewis’s explanation of cult mediumship. (2000). 
JOURNAL OF CONTEMPORARY RELIGION 15:361-377. 
 
An ethical argument to restrict domestic partnerships to same-sex couples. 
(1998). LAW & SEXUALITY 8:649-670. 
 
Reinterpreting telepathy as unusual experiences of empathy and charisma. 
(1998). PERCEPTUAL AND MOTOR SKILLS 87:131-146. 

 
Toward a model relating empathy, charisma, and telepathy. (1997). JOURNAL OF 

SCIENTIFIC EXPLORATION 11:455-471. 
 
DOMA: An unconstitutional establishment of fundamentalist Christianity. 
(1997). MICHIGAN JOURNAL OF GENDER & LAW 4:335-373. 
 
Psychic unity constraints upon successful intercultural communication. 
(1997). LANGUAGE & COMMUNICATION 17:219-235. Co-author: Brian Rundle. 
 
Multiple personality, hypnosis, and possession trance. (1996). YEARBOOK OF 

CROSS-CULTURAL MEDICINE AND PSYCHOTHERAPY 1994, pp. 99-112. 
 
Restoring Free Exercise protections by limiting them: Preventing a repeat of 
Smith. (1996). NORTHERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY LAW REVIEW 17:1-49. 
 
Do librarians deserve tenure? Casting an anthropological eye upon role 
definition within the law school. (1996). LAW LIBRARY JOURNAL 88(3):382-401. 

 
God is as God does: Law, anthropology, and the definition of “religion.” (1995).  
SETON HALL CONSTITUTIONAL LAW JOURNAL 6(1):23-99.  

CASE CITATIONS: State v. Hodge, 726 A.2d 531 (Conn. 1999); Altman v. 
Bedford Cent. Sch. Dist., 45 F. Supp. 2d 368 (S.D.N.Y. 1999); Alvarado v. 
City of San Jose, 94 F.3d 1223 (9th Cir. 1996); Peterson v. Wilmur 
Communs., Inc., 205 F. Supp. 2d 1014 (E.D. Wis. 2002) 



Resume of James M. Donovan, page 6 

Relating psychological measures to anthropological observations: 
Procrastination as a field proxy for death anxiety? (1995). JOURNAL OF SOCIAL 

BEHAVIOR AND PERSONALITY 10:465-472. 
 
A philosophical ground for gays’ rights: We must learn what is true in order to 
do what is right. (1993). GEORGE MASON UNIVERSITY CIVIL RIGHTS LAW JOURNAL 
4(1&2):1-40. 
 
Validation of a Portuguese form of Templer’s Death Anxiety Scale. (1993). 
PSYCHOLOGICAL REPORTS 73:195-200. 
 
The effects of sex and sexual orientation on attractiveness judgments: An 
evolutionary interpretation. (1992). ETHOLOGY AND SOCIOBIOLOGY 13:73-85. Co-
authors: William Jankowiak; Elizabeth Hill. 
 
Homosexual, gay, and lesbian: Defining the words and sampling the 
populations. (1992). JOURNAL OF HOMOSEXUALITY 24(1&2):27-47. 

 
Patron expectations about collocation: Measuring the difference between the  
psychologically real and the really real. (1991). CATALOGING & CLASSIFICATION 

QUARTERLY 13(2):23-43. 
 
Blaming it on God: Considerations when presented with supernatural 
explanatory entities. (1990). METHOD & THEORY IN THE STUDY OF RELIGION 2:230-
249. 
 
Gender, sexual orientation, and truth-of-consensus in studies of physical  
attractiveness. (1989). JOURNAL OF SEX RESEARCH 26(2):264-271. Co-authors: 
Elizabeth Hill; William Jankowiak.  
 
COURSES TAUGHT 
 
Advanced Legal Research (Spring 2012, Spring 2013, Spring 2014, Spring  
 2015) 
Law and Anthropology Seminar (Fall 2012, Fall 2014) 
Internet Law (Fall 2013) 
 
 

SCHOOL/UNIVERSITY/PROFESSIONAL/COMMUNITY SERVICE 
 
2014-
2015 

Kentucky Bar Association Diversity/Inclusion Summit (April 9-10, 
2015) Planning Committee 

2013-
2015 

University Appeals Board 
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2013-
2014 

AALS Law and Anthropology Section Executive Committee 

2012 West/Thomson Reuters Academic Advisory Forum, Eagan, 
Minnesota, May 22-23. 

2012 Two recorded lectures (Copyright; Privacy) for LIS 690 Trends in 
Library and Information Science 

2011-
2014 

UK Law School Committee Assignments: 
Diversity (chair, 2012-15) 
Faculty Appointments 
Law Library Faculty Retention, Promotion & Tenure 
Self-Study/Strategic Planning 

 
2011 Planning Committee, Key to Unlocking Scholarship: Institutional 

Repositories, http://uknowledge.uky.edu/conferences_irday/ 
 

2008-
2010 

UGA Department of Anthropology 
Adjunct Assistant Professor 
 

 

2006-
2007 

UGA Committee to Investigate Appointment Models for Librarians 
and Archivists, Law Library’s elected representative 
 

1997-
1999 

New Orleans Mayor’s Advisory Committee on Lesbian, Gay, 
Bisexual and Transgender Issues (Chair 1998-1999) 

 

SCHOLARSHIPS, GRANTS, AND AWARDS 
 

2014 AALL Call for Papers: Short Form Division (for “On Writing with 
Adverbs) 
 

2010 AALL Spectrum Article of the Year Award (for “Back Away from the 
Survey Monkey!”), American Association of Law Libraries 

  

2010 Kathryn P. Mattox Memorial Scholarship, Southeastern Chapter of 
the American Association of Law Libraries 

  
  

2002 James F. Connolly Scholarship, American Association of Law 
Libraries/LexisNexis 

  

2002 Award for Excellence in Jurisprudence, Loyola Law School 
  

2001 Warren E. Mouledoux Professional Responsibility Award, Loyola 
Law School 
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EXTRAMURAL PRESENTATIONS 
 
Malinowski’s Concept of Law from the Native’s Point of View: Bronislaw  

Malinowski’s 130th Birth Anniversary International Workshop, 
“Reciprocity as a Species of Fairness,” Jagiellonian University, Cracow, 
Poland, September 12, 2014. 

 
Southeastern Association of Law Schools (SEALS), “Quantifying the Open  
 Access Advantage in American Law Reviews,” Amelia Island, FL, August  
 5, 2014. 
 
bepress webinar, “Digital Commons and SSRN: Turning Perceived Conflict into 

Real Synergy,” April 15, 2014 (with Carol A. Watson).  
http://digitalcommons.bepress.com/webinars/52/  

 
WRFL (UKY student radio station), Guest commentator on internet security,  
 November 13, 2013. 
 
Law and Society Association, “The Four Possible Relations of Custom to Law,” 

Boston, MA, June 1, 2013. 
 
University of Georgia Open Access Week, “Increasing Scholarly Impact with 

Open Access Publishing,” Athens, GA, October 26, 2012 (with Carol A. 
Watson). 
http://digitalcommons.law.uga.edu/lectures_pre_arch_lectures_other/70/  

 
Law and Society Association, “A Fairness Model of Legal Institutions,”  
 Honolulu, HI, June 7, 2012. 
 
Computers in Libraries, “Expanding Content of Institutional Repositories,”  
 Washington, D.C., March 23, 2012 (with Carol A. Watson). 
 
University of Kentucky CALR Program, “Issues in e-Scholarship,” August 2,  
 2011. 
 
AALL, “Embracing Creative Conflict: A Formula for Better Decision Making,”  
 Philadelphia, PA, July 26, 2011 (with Maureen Cahill).  
 
SEAALL, “Embrace Creative Conflict: Encourage the Healthy Aspects of Conflict 

to Reach Better Decisions in the Workplace,” Columbia, SC, April 15, 
2011 (with Maureen Cahill). 

 
AALL, “Persuasive arguments for establishing an institutional depository,”  

Washington D.C., July 27, 2009 (with Carol A. Watson). 
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SEAALL, “Institutional repositories: Essential infrastructure for scholarship in  
 the digital age,” Athens, GA, April 17, 2009 (with Carol A. Watson). 
 
AALL, “Behind a law school’s decision to implement an institutional  
 repository,” Portland, OR, July 13, 2008 (with Carol A. Watson). 
 
CALI, “Implementing Bepress’ institutional repository solution: Two views from  

the trenches,” Baltimore, MD, June 19, 2008 (with Carol A. Watson and 
Pamela Bluh). 

 
Institute of Continuing Judicial Legal Education. 2-hour training sessions for  
 newly-elected magistrates on both print and electronic resources, every  
 fall and spring semester, 2004-present. 
 
Institute of Continuing Legal Education in Georgia. 

   “Playing Well with Others: Collaborative Tools for Successful Group  
Projects,” March 29, 2010.   
   “RSS: The HOV lane on the information highway,” March 30, 2009. 
   “Georgia’s Law On My Mind,” February 29, 2008. 
   “Peaches ‘n cream: The best of Georgia electronic legal resources,”  
March 7, 2007. 
   “Why pay for it twice? How to access federal materials in the public 
domain.” March 2, 2006. 
   “Looting the federal treasure-house: The gems of government 
information,” May 13, 2005. 
    

Association of Jesuit Colleges & Universities Law Library Directors/Middle  
Managers Luncheon. “Tenure and non-director law librarians.” July 13, 
2004.  
 

 

PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS 
 

American Association of Law Libraries 
 AALL Research and Publications Committee (2011-2014) 

o Vice-Chair (2012-2013) 
o Chair (2013-2014) 

 AALL LexisNexis Call for Papers Committee (2007-2010) 
o Vice-Chair (2008-2009)  
o Chair (2009-2010) 

 Social Responsibilities Special Interest Section 
o Co-Chair, Annual Book Drive (2006) 
o Editor-in-Chief, Standing Committee on Lesbian and Gay Issues 

Bibliography project (2004-2010) 
 Academic Law Libraries Special Interest Section 

o Committee for Continuing Status and Tenure (2005; 2008-2009) 
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o Statistics Committee (2009-2012) 
 Vice-Chair (2009-2010) 
 Chair (2010-2012) 

o ALL-SIS NEW Tenure/Peer Review Table Moderator (AALL Annual 
Meeting 2011) 

 Southeastern Chapter (SEAALL) 
o Local Arrangements Committee (2008-2009) 
o Education and Publications Committee (2008-2010) 

 Chair (2009-2010) 
o Scholarship Committee (2010-2012) 

 Chair (2011-2012) 
 
American Association of Law Schools 

 Section on Law and Anthropology 
o Executive Committee (2013-2014) 


